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    The first half of 2020 included four unusual months as the whole world struggled with the 

novel coronavirus (COVID-19), a deadly pandemic which killed up until June around 503,862 

people1 globally and in 2,872 people in Egypt2. Despite the several obstructions to movement 

as per lockdown rules and crackdown on freedom of speech by the government to quell any 

kind of opposition and protests, the Social Justice Platform team documented 2,261 protests, 

in which Egyptians used a diversity of tools to show their dissatisfaction with their economic 

and social circumstances, despite the pandemic.  

Depending on the data collected from various media reports, this factsheet touches on the 

general trends of protesting in the first half of the year, as well as the top protesting groups, 

in addition to the protests that were held with relation to the pandemic.  

Out of three protest categories (social, labor, and economic), the first half of 2020 was 

dominated by social protests, with 1,998 protests marking a noteworthy 88.37% of the total, 

while economic protests came second (158 protests, 6.99%), and finally, labor protests were 

third (105 protests, 4.64%). Also, during the first half of 2020, 41 cases of self-mutilation 

were documented, and 31 of these ended in death, which means a sharp increase when 

compared with the midyear analysis of 2019 where only 15 cases were documented. Most of 

these incidents are documented as economic protests as the official narrative which is 

published by media outlets cites “economic hardships” as a reason for the act.  

Complaints and statements continue to dominate social protests, where individual 

civilians, or in instances a group of residents, workers, or employees, either sent or handed 

to officials and members of the parliament, or sent to newspapers. Nevertheless, 58 protests 

included demonstrating, workplace sit-ins, or road blocking. 

This type of protesting, seeking help, or demanding an explanation, remains a favorite and 

safe form of showing discontent with social and economic problems, especially amid 

increasing limitations on various kinds of political dissent and difficulties of organization. It 

has been on the rise since 2017, as several physical protests have been dealt with by 

violence and arbitrary arrests.  

A case in point is the protests held by a group of residents physically protesting the burial 

of a coronavirus victim in Dakahliya3, and obstructing the burial, but they were met by tear 

gas and arrests, eventually 42 of the protesters were sentenced and are currently in jail4. The 

incident and the participating citizens were highly condemned in the press and social media, 

but later several medical and religious bodies started awareness campaigns on the inability 

of the body of a coronavirus victim to spread the disease.  

 
1https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/20200630-covid-19-sitrep-162.pdf?sfvrsn=e00a5466_2  
2https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/20200630-covid-19-sitrep-162.pdf?sfvrsn=e00a5466_2  
3 https://www.youm7.com/story/2020/4/11/%D8%B9%D9%85%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%B4%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%A7-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%87%D9%88-%D9%8A%D9%83%D8%B4%D9%81-
%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B5%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%BA%D8%B6%D8%A8-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%87%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%89-
%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%B6%D9%87%D9%85-%D8%AF%D9%81%D9%86-
%D8%AC%D8%AB%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86/4720134 
4 https://www.almasryalyoum.com/news/details/2015412 

https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/20200630-covid-19-sitrep-162.pdf?sfvrsn=e00a5466_2
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/20200630-covid-19-sitrep-162.pdf?sfvrsn=e00a5466_2
https://www.youm7.com/story/2020/4/11/%D8%B9%D9%85%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%B4%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%87%D9%88-%D9%8A%D9%83%D8%B4%D9%81-%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B5%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%BA%D8%B6%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%87%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%89-%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%B6%D9%87%D9%85-%D8%AF%D9%81%D9%86-%D8%AC%D8%AB%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86/4720134
https://www.youm7.com/story/2020/4/11/%D8%B9%D9%85%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%B4%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%87%D9%88-%D9%8A%D9%83%D8%B4%D9%81-%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B5%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%BA%D8%B6%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%87%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%89-%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%B6%D9%87%D9%85-%D8%AF%D9%81%D9%86-%D8%AC%D8%AB%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86/4720134
https://www.youm7.com/story/2020/4/11/%D8%B9%D9%85%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%B4%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%87%D9%88-%D9%8A%D9%83%D8%B4%D9%81-%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B5%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%BA%D8%B6%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%87%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%89-%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%B6%D9%87%D9%85-%D8%AF%D9%81%D9%86-%D8%AC%D8%AB%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86/4720134
https://www.youm7.com/story/2020/4/11/%D8%B9%D9%85%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%B4%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%87%D9%88-%D9%8A%D9%83%D8%B4%D9%81-%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B5%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%BA%D8%B6%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%87%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%89-%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%B6%D9%87%D9%85-%D8%AF%D9%81%D9%86-%D8%AC%D8%AB%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86/4720134
https://www.youm7.com/story/2020/4/11/%D8%B9%D9%85%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%B4%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%87%D9%88-%D9%8A%D9%83%D8%B4%D9%81-%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B5%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%BA%D8%B6%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%87%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%89-%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%B6%D9%87%D9%85-%D8%AF%D9%81%D9%86-%D8%AC%D8%AB%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86/4720134
https://www.youm7.com/story/2020/4/11/%D8%B9%D9%85%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%B4%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%87%D9%88-%D9%8A%D9%83%D8%B4%D9%81-%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B5%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%BA%D8%B6%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%87%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%89-%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%B6%D9%87%D9%85-%D8%AF%D9%81%D9%86-%D8%AC%D8%AB%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86/4720134
https://www.almasryalyoum.com/news/details/2015412
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Protesting groups 

Different groups of individuals participated in this midyear count, but again, due to the lack 

of organisation, most of these protests are held by individual civilians. Around 1,932 of total 

of 2,261 protests were recorded to have been held by citizens with no particular affiliation. 

Out of this total, 1,998 incidents included civilians who demonstrating to demand proper 

access to health, housing, education, water, roads, or sanitation.  

The team also documented 31 protests by medical professionals, a labour force that is 

vocal in voicing its demands, but nevertheless in an inconsistent and unorganized manner 

due to  state crackdown. The protests included doctors, nurses, and pharmacists. This type 

of protests was politicized, after several doctors protested the lack of PPE equipment and 

PCR tests in their facilities, which raised the number of deaths among their staff.  

Due to this politicization, media outlets, most of which are following the state rhetoric when 

it comes to sensitive labour issues, demonized the protests and accused the doctors of being 

members of the currently outlawed Muslim Brotherhood group5 . Only 31 protests were 

documented, but others took place and will be discussed in a later publication. 

In these protests, medical professionals demanded the government to intervene to stop 

physical assaults on doctors in public hospitals, increase sanitization of hospitals, provide 

professionals with PPE equipment, and enhance the medical services provided to staff. 

These demands were repeatedly mentioned by the Egyptian Medical Syndicate, which stood 

as a vanguard to voice its concerns and demands to the government, in the absence of any 

political or other independent formation for the country’s medical workers.   

As for labour protests, 105 incidents were documented, as workers protested against 

policies or measures taken by their employers. These policies included laying off workers, 

cutting wages, or late payment. 63 of these labor protests came from a regular workforce, 

while the rest were held by irregular labor or day laborers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
5 https://www.youm7.com/story/2020/5/26/%D8%AC%D9%8A%D8%B4-%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%B6-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86-
%D9%8A%D8%B5%D9%81%D8%B9%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%84%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%86-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%AE%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%83%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9-
%D9%88%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%88%D9%86-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B7%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%A1/4793097  

https://www.facebook.com/Egyptian.Medical.Syndicate/
https://www.youm7.com/story/2020/5/26/%D8%AC%D9%8A%D8%B4-%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%B6-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%B5%D9%81%D8%B9%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%84%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%AE%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%83%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%88%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B7%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%A1/4793097
https://www.youm7.com/story/2020/5/26/%D8%AC%D9%8A%D8%B4-%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%B6-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%B5%D9%81%D8%B9%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%84%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%AE%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%83%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%88%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B7%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%A1/4793097
https://www.youm7.com/story/2020/5/26/%D8%AC%D9%8A%D8%B4-%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%B6-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%B5%D9%81%D8%B9%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%84%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%AE%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%83%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%88%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B7%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%A1/4793097
https://www.youm7.com/story/2020/5/26/%D8%AC%D9%8A%D8%B4-%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%B6-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%B5%D9%81%D8%B9%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%84%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%AE%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%83%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%88%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B7%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%A1/4793097
https://www.youm7.com/story/2020/5/26/%D8%AC%D9%8A%D8%B4-%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%B6-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%B5%D9%81%D8%B9%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%84%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%AE%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%83%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%88%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B7%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%A1/4793097
https://www.youm7.com/story/2020/5/26/%D8%AC%D9%8A%D8%B4-%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%B6-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%B5%D9%81%D8%B9%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%84%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%AE%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%83%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%88%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B7%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%A1/4793097
https://www.youm7.com/story/2020/5/26/%D8%AC%D9%8A%D8%B4-%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%B6-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%B5%D9%81%D8%B9%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%84%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%AE%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%83%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%88%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B7%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%A1/4793097
https://www.youm7.com/story/2020/5/26/%D8%AC%D9%8A%D8%B4-%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%B6-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%B5%D9%81%D8%B9%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%84%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%AE%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%83%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%88%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B7%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%A1/4793097
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Coronavirus related protests 

Between February -the very first days when the world paid attention to the pandemic- and 

June, where the highest number of infections were recorded in Egypt, around 661 protests 

took place which were related to the impact of the pandemic. These included protests varying 

from demanding more intervention from the government to ease or tighten the measures held 

to counter the pandemic, or to demonstrate against policies taken by the private sector such 

as sacking workers or decreasing wages. Other protests included civilians refusing the 

closure of public hospital to hold quarantine sections for infected patients. Finally, several 

protests were documented where Egyptian workers demanded6 the government to assist 

them in returning after being laid off from work in the Gulf countries, criticizing the absence 

of medical care in a certain hospital, demanding more state control on prices of essential 

goods, or requesting late wages, which were delayed due the economic conditions that halted 

several activities.  

These protests also included incidents held by medical workers, where for example, 

nurses or doctors demanded the resignation of a senior administrative official citing failure to 

protect them from infections.  

In different cases, the very same social protests, for example demanding the local 

authorities to fix the sewage system or to remove garbage from the streets, were put in the 

context of the pandemic, as the complaints cited that these problems could lead to the 

increase of infections.  

Other protests were documented outside the country, where Egyptian expats, mostly 

workers, security guards, teachers, who were laid off, demanded the government assist them 

in returning to the country. In one instance, a protest by Egyptian workers in Kuwait was met 

with violence by the local police7, and also by silence from the Egyptian press and officials.  

These protests, where individuals demonstrated against policies by the government or by 

their employers, amounted to 583 social protests, while labor protests came second (56 

protests), and finally, economic protests were third (22 protests). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
6 https://www.bbc.com/arabic/trending-52360422  
7 https://arabic.cnn.com/middle-east/article/2020/05/04/protest-migrant-workers-in-a-shelter-camp-in-kuwait 

https://www.bbc.com/arabic/trending-52360422
https://arabic.cnn.com/middle-east/article/2020/05/04/protest-migrant-workers-in-a-shelter-camp-in-kuwait
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Top Methods of Protesting  

for 2020 
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Top protesting governorates 

in 2020 

 

Coronavirus related 
protests/Governorates 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



10 
 

Corona related protests 
months/categories 

 

 

  

 


